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GHANA'S 1ST FEMALE OLYMPIAN

ALICE ANNng THE ORIGINAL BABYJET

The Baby lJet finishing first in a race
F F

By Sammy Heywood Okine

lice Annum became Ghana'’s first female Olympian
Awhen she took part in the 1964 Olympic Games in

Tokyo, Japan.
However, she rose to fame and acquired the nickname,
“Baby Jet” after winning two silver medals in the 100m and
200m sprint races at the 1970 Commonwealth Games in
Edinburgh, Scotland.
“It was Queen Elizabeth who handed out our medals. After
we finished, her husband (Prince Philip) asked me, ‘How
can you run so fast?’ The only thing | remember telling him
was, 'l don’t know!"" she said in an interview.
On her return to Ghana after the Commonwealth Games,
“They (Ghanaians) were calling me ‘Flying Queen’, all sorts
of names... but then when ‘Baby Jet’ came in, it stuck.”
Alice maintained the nickname "Baby let" for decades,
until former Black Stars captain Asamoah Gyan adopted it.
“Ghana has maybe forgotten about me but | don't feel
bad,” she said.
In an interview with this reporter at the University of
Ghana Sports Stadium during the 13th African Games
where she presented medals to some deserving winners,
the legendary sprinter said old sportsmen and women who
put Ghana on the world map in sports deserve recognition.
Building statues of retired athletes, naming sports facilities
after them or inscribing their names and imagesyounger
generation of athletes, she said.
“The Bukom Boxing Arena in Accra has stands named after
former world champions. Why can’t the same happen to
other athletes?”

on the walls of new sports facilities would inspire the

She called for more Athletics clubs in and around Legon to
make good use of the sports facilities at the new stadium.
Alice won gold in Long Jump at the 1965 All African Games
in Congo Brazzaville and gold in 100 and 200 meters at the
1973 All African Games in Lagos, Nigeria, competed in the
Commonwealth Games in 1970 in Edinburgh, Scotland,
winning silver in 100 and 200 meters and the 1974 edition
in Christchurch, New Zealand, where she got bronze in 200
meters.

She participated in the 1964 Olympic Games in Tokyo,
1968 in Mexico and 1972 in Munich.

She benefited from the sponsorship of Ghanaian athletes
by the United States and competed for the University of
Tennessee.
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|0C CREATES NEW WORKING GROUPS

Olympic Games, the Olympic programme, protecting

the female category, and commercial partnerships
been created by International Olympic Committee (10C)
President Kirsty Coventry.
These groups are part of the “Fit For The Future” process,
and follow the consultation with the IOC members in June
and consultations with the 10C’s honorary and honour
members over the summer.
Making the announcement, the IOC president said, “As
part of our ‘Fit For The Future’ process, | had announced
that we would immediately begin the process of forming
key working groups. The groups announced today are the
start of that process. They will allow us to meet deadlines,
and bring important technical expertise to these complex
and important discussions, while realigning where we feel
that it is necessary to strengthen our Movement”
She continued: “The ‘Fit For The Future’ consultations with
stakeholders are ongoing, and these groups will receive
constant feedback to make sure that everybody is fully
aligned and that all recommendations are fully integrated.”
In order to review the selection process of Olympic hosts,
the Future Host Commission for the Games of the Olympi-
ad will now focus solely on this topic. Therefore, the 10C
President has created a new working group to focus on the
Youth Olympic Games (YOG) only.
The YOG Working Group will look at the potential and rele-
vance of the YOG. It will also take over the process for se-
lecting the host for the 2030 YOG. This will allow for all rec-
ommendations to be fully integrated into the selection pro-
cess. This working group will be chaired by I0C member
Danka Hrbekova.
The Olympic Programme Working Group will focus on the
sports programme. It will look to find a balance between
the size of the Games, the relevance of the sports and disci-
plines, the integration of new sports and disciplines, and,
potentially, identifying ways for sports to be added to or re-
moved from the programme through a clear and transpar-
ent process. It will also consider the suggestion that tradi-
tional summer or winter sports could cross over, the timing
of the Games, and the sports calendar. It will be chaired by
I0C member Karl Stoss.
The Protection of the Female Category Working Group will
look at how we can best protect the female category. The
group will consist of experts and IFs. The names of the
members of the working group will remain confidential for
now to protect the integrity of the group and their work.
The Commercial Partnerships and Marketing Working
Group will look at the IOC’s existing programmes, platforms
and systems, how it engages with partners, and how it can
evolve and ensure that it is fit for today's competitive

F our new working groups that will look at the Youth

T

market. The Working Group will study other organisa-
tions’ business models and how they are using new plat-
forms, and what potential the |IOC might have to adapt. It
will also explore how the capabilities of Olympic Broad-
casting Services (OBS) and Olympic Channel Services
(OCS) can be further leveraged to create future revenue
generation. It will be chaired by IOC member Luis Alberto
Moreno.

The working groups will also be able to invite relevant ex-
perts to join their discussions as they move through this
process.

Source: Olympics.com

Mohammed Muniru Kassim of GOC with the |0C President
Kirsty Coventry at the 2025 World Aquatic Championships
in Singapore
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MAHAMA ONTHE BALL
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The assertion that Ghana abounds in football talents is un-
deniable, and President John Dramani Mahama's recent
display of skills is a manifestation of that belief.

The occasion was the 2025 Democracy Cup held on 5th
September 2025 and the venue, the University of Ghana
Stadium, where he performed the kick-off.

President Mahama's participation in the ceremony high-
lights the unifying power of sports, bringing people togeth-
er across different backgrounds and fostering a sense of
national pride.
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President Mahama about to perform the kick-off

Accra Hearts of Oak edged out city rivals Great Olympics in
a tense derby to win the cup.

Speaker of Parliament Alban Bagbin, flanked by Ga Mantse
Tackie Teiko Tsuru Il, presented the trophy to the Phobian
Boys after the match.

The First Gentleman of the land displaying his skills to the amazement of dignitaries and footballers
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ATHLETES NEED CORPORATE SUPPORT TO FLOURISH

Elsewhere in this publication, we reported a story of Abena
Koli, a 17-year-old shooting prodigy, who is on a mission to
make history as Ghana's first Olympic shooter. However,
she cannot reach her goal without corporate backing.

Indeed, countless Ghanaian athletes have in the past
shown potential for greatness, only for them to fizzle out
after a few years, due to lack of support. Many of these ath-
letes end up being impoverished, which is demotivating to
others who wish to take those career paths.

Ghanaians want their athletes to perform on the world
stage, but corporate Ghana is not willing to invest in these
athletes. Kenyan, Ugandan and South African athletes are

performing on the world stage because corporate bodies in
these countries are investing in athletes and sports.

It is in this spirit that Section 100(2)(d) of the Income Tax
Act, 2015 ((Act 896) provides tax reliefs for companies that
sponsor sports-related ventures. In fact corporate bodies
who sponsor sports activities lose nothing in doing so, as
the tax reliefs provide full cover.

Consequently, the Ghana Olympic News is calling on corpo-

rate bodies to support Abena Koli to make it to the next
Olympics, LA 2028.
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PICTURES FROM ANOCA SCHOOL GAMES




SPORTS MINISTER FLIES
TEAM GHANA TO ALGERIA

...For ANOCA SCHOOL GAMES

The Ghana Olympic Committee has expressed its apprecia-
tion to the Minister of Sports and Recreation, Honourable
Kofi Adams following his ministry’s support for the ANOCA
School Games in Algeria from July 26 to August 5, 2025.

In a letter dated 8th September 2025, and signed by its Sec-
retary General Mohammed Muniru Kassim, the GOC said,
“Your unwavering commitment and support, including the
purchase of flight tickets for the entire contingent of 41
athletes, 14 officials and eight (8) senior officers, played a
significant role in ensuring Ghana’s participation,” adding
that Ghana was able to secure 14 medals, placing 10th out
of 54 countries.

“Indeed the backing of your office inspired our team to
pursue excellence in far away Algeria.

“Our achievements at the Games are a testament to the
hard work and dedication of our athletes, coaches, and
support staff, made possible through the guidance and
support from the Ministry of Sports and Recreation,” it
concluded .

PROMASIDOR
A

Hon. Kofi Adams



By Gabriel Obu

The Ghana Olympic Committee (GOC) Board has laid
wreaths at the Jubilee House to honor the memory of their
compatriots who tragically lost their lives in an incident at
Adansi in the Ashanti Region on August 6, 2025.

The wreaths were laid on behalf of the GOC, the Common-
wealth Games Association of Ghana, and the entire sport-
ing fraternity.

The GOC president, Richard Akpokavie remarked that “the
Ghana Olympic Committee, representing all national feder-
ations, athletes, coaches, and officials in sports, has come
to pay tribute to these gallant men who died in the service
of our country.”

He revealed that the late Hon. Omane Boamah was sched-
uled as a baton bearer for this year’s King’s Baton Relay,
which was put on hold because of the tragic incident.

He added, “We remember them for their service to the
nation, and it’s fitting that we come here to pay our re-
spects.

“As sports people, we believe in sacrifice for our country,
and we are committed to instilling this value in our ath-
letes, officials, and coaches. May God remember them for
their service and rest their souls in peace,” he concluded.

The ceremony was attended by top officials of the GOC, in-
cluding President Richard Akpokavie, 1st Vice President
Mawuko Afadzinu, 2nd Vice President Frederick Otu Lartey,
Secretary-General Mohammed Muniru Kassim, Deputy
Secretary-General Bawah Fuseini, and board members
Rafatu Inusah, Delphina Quaye, George Lamptey, George
Tettey, Kamal Sulley, Richmond Quarcoo, and Nathaniel
Johnson.

Other notable attendees were former GOC president Pro-
fessor Francis Dodoo, GOC Communications Director
Charles Osei Asibey, and Christopher Essilfie, President for
Modern Pentathlon.
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A News Desk Report

President of the Ghana Cycling Federation, Mohammed
Sahnoon has been installed the Gwantua Hene of Agona
Asafo under the stool name, Nana Kwesi Tenkorang II.

He was out-doored at an impressive ceremony on 6th Sep-
tember 2025 at the Agona Asafo Presby Park in the Central
Region.

Mr Sahnoon, a legal practitioner, comes from the Aduana
Abrade family of the Akwamu Kingdom, which in times past
controlled a vast territory that stretched to Benin, influenc-
ing other states including the Ashanti Empire.

Nana Kwesi Tenkorang Il, the Secretary-General of Ghana
Olympic Committee (GOC) between 2021 and April 2025,
received his secondary education at Swedru Secondary
School, and Accra Academy. He proceeded to the University
of Ghana for his Bachelor of Laws (LLB) and thereafter, the
Ghana School of Law, following which he was called to the
Bar in 1987.

The outdooring ceremony was attended by lawyers, judges,
sports administrators including GOC Board members, and
residents of Agona Asafo and its environs.

Also present was the Nungua Mantse, King Odaifio Welen-
tsi, who is also president of the Greater Accra Regional
House of Chiefs.

The ceremony was presided over by Nana Yamfo Asuako XII,
the Omanhene of Agona Asafo.

Nana Kwesi Tenkorang Il, current chairman of the Legal
Sub-Committee of the GOC, is the second chief associated
with the Olympic Movement in Ghana after Nana Adu
Mankattah Il, president of National Sports for All.
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Members of the GOC at the ceremony (left) and Nana Kwesi Tenkorang Il sn.'tlng in state (rlght)
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BOWLS FEDERATION LAUNCHED
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By Sammy Heywood Okine
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A new sports federation, Ghana Bowls, has been launched
at the Media Centre of the Accra Sports Stadium.

The launch was witnessed by the World Bowls president
Brett O'Riley, who was accompanied by Sue Beatt, chair-
person of Scottish Sports Association, James Owen, World
Para Bowls President, and David Hamer, Bowls South
Africa president.

Introducing the sport, Brett O’Riley said it started in Egypt
5,000 years ago, because it has health benefits such as
muscle-strengthening, cognitive, mental, and social bene-
fits.

Director-General of the National Sports Authority (NSA),
Yaw Ampofo-Ankrah urged Ghanaians, especially the
youth, to take up Bowls, as it can easily propel them to in-
ternational stardom.

He was glad Ghana is leading the sport in West Africa,
stressing that it can create employment and be played in
schools and colleges.

Hon Alfred Kotey Ashie, Member of Parliament for Odo-
dodiodoo, Archibald Darku Boateng of El- Sayus Company
and some Asafoanyemei from the Ga Traditional Area,
took part in the demonstration of the sport.

Charles Amofa, public relations officer of the NSA, who is
also president of Ghana Bowls, thanked the delegation for
coming to demonstrate the sport.

Present at the launch were United Arab Emirates (UAE)
Ambassador to Ghana, H.E. Dr. Abdullah Murad Sulaiman
Mohammed Almandoos, Bright Asempa of the Ghana
Tourism Authority, Col Richard Akoto of the Ghana Armed
Forces Sports Directorate and Mohammed Muniru Kassim
Esq, Secretary General of the Ghana Olympic Committee
(GOC).
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