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SPORTING HEROES

GOCSHEDS LIGHT ON IKE QUARTEY SNR

Ghana’ 1st Olympic Medalist

pic dalist, Clement Isaac ‘lke’
{ at the age of 86.
anaia

and African sports, the
late Quartey, who dle._n November 2, 2024, in London,
inspired generations of athletes. He will be remembered as
a true trailblazer in Ghana’s Olympic history.

In a tribute, former Ghana Olympic Committee (GOC) pres-
ident Ben Nunoo Mensah, expressed sorrow at the loss of
an outstanding sportsman who placed Ghana on the Olym-
pic map and opened doors for African athletes worldwide.
“The entire Olympic Movement in Ghana is profoundly
saddened by the loss of Clement Quartey, a man whose
achievements paved the way for African athletes on the
global stage. We extend our deepest condolences to his
family, including his younger brother, former WBA welter-
weight champion lke ‘Bazooka’ Quartey.”

Clement Quartey, fondly known as lke, holds a significant
place in history as the first black African to win an Olympic
medal, earning silver at the 1960 Olympics in Rome. His
achievement, a momentous milestone in African sports,

ant victories against oppo-
outh Korea, and Poland in the
' : Ghanaian legend
the gold-
signified an un-
precedented breakthrough for the Afncan continent.
At the time, no black African had previously won an Olym-
pic medal, a barrier Clement Quartey broke on September
1, 1960.
Just days later, Ethiopian runner Abebe Bikila followed in
his footsteps by winning the men’s marathon barefoot.
This iconic era marked a defining moment, establishing
Ghana and Africa on the global sports stage and motivating
generations of African athletes.Clement Quartey’s legacy
continued beyond the Olympics. In 1962, he won a gold
medal at the British Empire and Commonwealth Games in
Perth, Australia, alongside fellow Ghanaian athletes Mike
Ahey and Eddie Blay.
His achievements became emblematic of Ghana’s early
post-independence sporting successes and inspired future
athletes to strive for excellence.
As Ghana’s first Olympic medalist, Clement Quartey’s
legacy inspired many athletes, including his younger broth-
er, lke ‘Bazooka’ Quartey, who represented Ghana at the
1988 Seoul Olympics before going on to become a world
champion in professional boxing.
The GOC honours Clement Quartey as an enduring symbol
of resilience, a standard-bearer of Ghanaian and African
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KIRSTY COVENTRY /=

First Female IOC President

first woman and African to become the president of

the International Olympic Committee (10C).
Fittingly, this milestone was achieved in Costa Navarino,
Greece, around 100km from the sacred site of Olympia, the
birthplace of the Olympic Games, on March 20, 2025.
In what many thought was one of the most unpredictable
elections in I0C history, the 41-year-old Coventry only
needed one round of voting in less than 10 minutes to
obtain the absolute majority of votes.
While she was largely perceived as one of the frontrunners
during the six-month campaign, with many believing she
had the backing of the outgoing President Thomas Bach,
there was really no clear-cut favourite among the record
field of seven (7) candidates prior to the election.
Out of a total of 97 possible votes, Coventry amassed 49.
IOC vice-president Juan Antonio Samaranch settled for
second place with 28 votes. World Athletics president Se-
bastian Coe was third with 8 votes, followed by UCI presi-
dent David Lappartient and FIG president Morinari Wata-
nabe with 4 votes apiece. |IOC executive board member
Prince Feisal Al Hussein and FIS president Johan Eliasch got
2 votes each.
A luxury resort overlooking the crystal clear waters of the
lonian Sea was the setting for this consequential gathering
of the I0C’s exclusive club.
It was a historic moment in the 130-year history of the 10C,
which first co-opted women as members for the first time
in 1981 at the Session in Baden-Baden, Germany. Then in
1997, Anita DeFrantz, a rowing bronze medalist in 1976,
became the first female vice-president of the 10C, before
running for the presidency in 2001.
"My very dear colleagues, this is an extraordinary
moment," Coventry began her acceptance speech.
"As a nine-year-old girl, | never thought that | would be
standing up here one day getting to give back to this incred-
ible movement of ours. This is not just a huge honour but it
is a reminder of my commitment to every single one of you
that | will lead this organisation with so much pride with
the values at the core and | will make all of you very, very
proud and hopefully extremely confident in the decision
that you've taken today. Thank you from the bottom of my
heart and now we've got some work together.
"And | would like to really thank all the candidates. This
race was an incredible race and it made us better, made us
a stronger movement. | know from all of the conversations
that I've had with every single one of you how much stron-
ger our movement is going to be when we now come back
together and deliver on some of those ideas that we all
shared. Thank you very much for this moment and thank
you very much for this honour.”

Zimbabwe’s Kirsty Coventry has made history as the
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Coventry, Africa’s most-decorated Olympian with seven
medals — including two golds — from five Olympic Games to
her name, was first elected to the 10C as a member of the
Athletes’ Commission in 2013, then as an individual
member in 2021. She stated in her manifesto that she
wanted “to give back to the Movement that has given me
so much and allowed me to be who | am today”. And now
she has the opportunity to do so.

She served on the |0C executive board and was leading the
IOC commissions monitoring the progress of the Dakar
2026 Youth Olympics and 2032 Brisbane Olympics.

She has been Zimbabwe's minister of sport, arts and recre-
ation since September 2018.

“My mission to drive empowerment, strengthen en-
gagement, and ensure we remain relevant, as
guided by the Ubuntu philosophy: ‘I am because we
are.’ This principle highlights the combined strength
of the Olympic community and our responsibility to
uplift one another,”

Coventry wrote in her manifesto.

According to the Olympic Charter, the new president is
elected on an initial eight-year term with the possibility of
re-election to a second four-year term for a maximum of 12
years in total. To ensure a smooth transition, Coventry's

term of office will start on 24 June 2025.
Source: AIPS
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Anthony Joshua presenting apﬂroﬂyoves to President Mahama

ANTHONYJOSHUA

INGHANA

By Sammy Heywood Okine

Joshua who was in Ghana at the invitation of Sharaf
Mahama, CEO of Legacy Rise Sports Promotions, has
expressed his appreciation forthe warm reception he received.
He described Ghana as a nice place and hopes to bring in-

vestors to the country.

According to the Nigerian-born British boxer, who came as
a special guest to witness the ‘Battle of the Beasts’ boxing
bonanza at the Bukom Boxing Arena on June 13, 2025,
Accra is a beautiful city, and that his Nigerian people had
hidden this fact from him.

He hailed the Accra Airport, the beautiful streets and other
fantastic facilities like the Bukom Boxing Arena.

Former World Heavyweight Boxing Champion, Anthony
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After watching the classic boxing showdown, he was invited by Mr.
Ibrahim Mahama, uncle of Sharaf Mahama to have a feel of cruis-
ing on the Volta Lake.

He attended a church service with the First Family and met Ghana's
President John Dramani Mahama at the Jubilee House alongside
Professor Azumah Nelson, the boxing legend who held a word title
for 10 years.

Joshua, who fancies riding, was gifted a Honda CRFA50R motor
bike by Ibrahim Mahama on the memorable visit.

At the meeting with President Mahama, the duo discussed devel-
opment and exchange programmes for boxers and sports in gener-
al, that will be mutually beneficial to him and the nation.
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Anthony Joshua poses with President Mahama and boxing legend Azumah Nelson
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"ANOCA MEETSOVER
MAIDEN AFRICAN SCHOOL GAMES

May 19 and 20, 2025 will go down as a milestone in the his-
tory of African sport, as Algeria hosted the Chefs de Mis-
sion meeting in the run-up to the maiden African School
Games billed for Algiers.

The meeting was a historic event that enshrines a shared
vision of African youth trained, followed up and developed
through sport from school onwards.

This high-level meeting was held under the aegis of the As-
sociation of National Olympic Committees of Africa
(ANOCA), in strategic partnership with the International
School Sport Federation (ISSF), the International Olympic
Committee (IOC) and the Association of African Olympic
Sports Confederations (CASOL).

In an atmosphere of constructive dialogue and shared en-
thusiasm, delegations representing 51 African NOCs met at
the Golden Tulip Hotel in the Béni Hamdine neighbour-
hood, to fine-tune preparations for this unprecedented
pan-African event. This is a defining moment that will help
structure African school sport on a continental scale.

The maiden African School Games will be celebrated from
26 July to 5 August 2025 in the cities of Constantine, Setif,
Skikda and Annaba.

Over 3,000 young athletes aged between 14 and 17, repre-
senting every nook and cranny of the continent, will com-
pete in 25 sports disciplines, ranging from traditional Olym-
pic sports to emerging disciplines such as basketball 3x3,
skateboarding, beach volleyball and taekwondo. These
Games will be a showcase for future talents, an essential
stage in the identification and training of Africa’s next gen-
eration of sportsmen and women.

The high point of the seminar was the official announce-
ment by the Algerian Minister for Youth and Sport, Mr
Walid Sadi, that all participation fees for African athletes
will be paid in full by Algeria.

This powerful gesture, unanimously welcomed by the 51
Chefs de Mission present, embodies continental solidarity
and a strong commitment to inclusion.

It guarantees access for all young people, whatever their
country’s resources, to this great celebration of African
school sport. This unprecedented measure demonstrates
Africa’s ability to promote a concrete model of coopera-
tion, in which equity and young people are focal priorities.
In addition, a joint air transport logistics system is being
studied to facilitate the transport of all delegations to the
Algerian capital and the host cities. This will provide strate-
gic support to remove barriers to mobility and ensure the
inclusive participation of all African States.

While opening the deliberations, ANOCA president Musta-
pha Berraf publicly expressed his gratitude to the Algerian
government, saying: “I wish to most heartily thank the Al-
gerian government, for its warm welcome, unfailing sup-
port and total commitment to these Games.”

He also pointed out that this event was part of a strategic
approach aimed at “building a sporting Africa right from
school, from childhood and as from today,” ahead of the
other major upcoming sports events: the African Youth
Games Angola 2025, the Youth Olympic Games Dakar 2026
and the Olympic Games Los Angeles 2028.

Much more than a simple sports event, the African School
Games 2025 are part of a process aimed at sustainably re-
shaping African sport from the bottom up. This educational
and sports project complements a series of major initia-
tives championed by ANOCA in coordination with the 10C,
such as the African Youth Games Angola 2025, the Youth
Olympic Games Dakar 2026, and the Olympic Games Los
Angeles 2028.

The working sessions provided an opportunity to review all
organisational aspects: accreditation protocols, accommo-
dation and catering conditions, inter-site transport ar-
rangements, security plan, anti-doping, media coverage,
communication and medical protocols. Every aspect was
handled with professionalism, with the aim of guarantee-
ing an exemplary

continue on Pg. 6
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AKPOKAVIE OUTLINES GOC VISION

By Ken Adade

ichard Kofi Akpokavie, president of the Ghana Olym-
Rpic Committee (GOC) has outlined his vision for the

GOC to members of the Olympic Movement.
He made his submission to members at a two-day retreat
in Koforidua organised by the GOC to coincide with the first
month of the newly-elected Executive Board.
His vision which was in five thematic areas had athletes
and women empowerment taking center stage.
His vision for the GOC was to put athletes at the center of
whatever the GOC does by supporting their training pro-
grammes with grants and scholarships to prepare them for
competitions as well as foster an engaging yet high-perfor-
mance athletes-centered environment and support the
Athletes Commission to be fully operational and involved
in the decision-making process at the GOC.
Another vision of the GOC president is to build capacity of
stakeholders and enhance the role of women which he ex-
plained that the GOC will build capacity of administrators,
coaches, media, technical and medical officials and sup-
port athletes to transition into retirement while enhancing
the role of women at all levels from administrators to
coaches and technical officials He assured the members
that he would adopt an inclusive and transparent leader-
ship style backed with passion and integrity by working
with all federations and leaders to build a team that will
work in unity.
He said he would emphasise the importance of communi-
cation to build trust and transparency by acknowledging
the role and importance of all stakeholders.
Mr Akpokavie further mentioned that as president of the
GOC, he would build a strong and collaborative partnership
with the Ministry of Sports and Recreation and the Nation-
al Sports Authority.

ANOCA SCHOOL GAMES

continued from Pg. 5

competition in compliance with international Olympic
standards.

Through this initiative, ANOCA aims to create a culture of
pan-African school sport, mobilise the Ministries of Educa-
tion and Sport, and promote social inclusion through sport.
The aim is also to nurture a pool of athletes capable of
flying Africa’s colours high in international competitions.
Placed under the most distinguished patronage of the
President of the People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria,
His Excellency Abdelmadjid Tebboune, this event enjoys
strong political support. The total mobilisation of Algerian
institutions illustrates the strategic importance attached to
African youth as a vehicle for development and cohesion.
This project is also a model of cooperation between conti-
nental and international sports organisations, demonstrat-
ing Africa’s ability to initiate, manage and succeed with
large-scale projects that match its ambitions.

National Sports Authority.

He added that he would also collaborate with the Ghana
Education Service to teach students the importance of the
Olympic and Commonwealth values and ideals.

He would also build strong relationships with the World
Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) and other anti-doping agen-
cies to promote clean sport through education and testing,
he said.

His last vision which is the main challenge in Ghana sports
was funding. He said he would partner with the Ministry of
Sports and Recreation to actualize the establishment of the
Sports Fund and apply for any eligible funding from the
Olympic Solidarity and the Commonwealth Sport.

He added that he would seek to build long-term partner-
ships with corporate bodies and institutions locally and in-
ternationally to source funding to support federations and
athletes.

Mr.Richard Akpokavie, GOC President™,

The maiden African School Games will mark a milestone in
the history of African sport. They reflect the collective com-
mitment of an entire continent to its young people. They
will undoubtedly be a springboard towards a stronger,
more aware and more united generation.

ANOCA president Moustapha Berraf stressed, “Today, we
bear a historic responsibility: that of laying the foundations
for a new tradition within the African Sports Movement. A
continental event dedicated to excellence in education and
sport. It is a platform for exchange, good example, peace
and fraternity for the young people of the continent ...To-
gether, let us make these maiden African School Games a
benchmark, a model, a powerful symbol of what Africa can
undertake and achieve when it is united.”

School sport thus becomes a tool for emancipation, inte-
gration and pan-African unity to serve a common future
based on excellence and respect.

Source: africaolympic.com
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SAMINU SMASHES
NATIONAL 100m RECORD

.With 9.86 Seconds

Ghana sensation Abdul-Rasheed Saminu set a new 100m
national record with a stunning 9.86 seconds at the 2025
NCAA East Preliminaries on May 31, 2025.

The time beat Benjamin Azamati’s previous national record
of 9.90 seconds. -

This great feat made Saminu the fastest man in the world,
until about a week later when Trayvon Bromell of.the
United States delivered a 9.84 seconds performance in the'
Rome leg of the Diamond League Circuit. & | \
Saminu clocked the time while representing the Un|ver5|ty
of South Florida (USF), showing the kind of talent Ghana
has to offer.

It was a big moment for Ghana’s athletic scene and sets
Saminu up as a name to watch for the next Olympics.

Ghana’s Rising Star

Saminu’s journey to this pinnacle has been marked by con-
sistent excellence. Earlier in the season, he clocked a
wind-assisted 9.87 seconds at the Pepsi Florida Relays, sig-
naling his potential to dominate the sprinting scene.
Saminu has not only honed his athletic prowess, but also
achieved academic success, recently earning a Bachelor of
Science in Communication.

From Nanumba To National Stage

Originating from Nanumba in the Northern Region of
Ghana, Saminu’s athletic journey had humble beginnings.
J.S. collegiate system -
Memorial University and then at University of South Flori-
da (USF) - provided him with the platform to refine his skills
and compete at the highest levels.

At USF, Saminu has been instrumental in setting multiple
program records and has become a key figure in the track
and field success of the university.

His transition to the L first at Florida

Focus on Global Competition

With the World Championships in Tokyo on the horizon,
Saminu’s recent performance positions him as a formida-
ble contender on the international stage.

His blend’of speed, discipline, and determination marks
him as a rising star in global athletics.

Abdul-Rasheed Saminu hopes to compete for Ghana in the
100m, ZOOm:;"and 4x100m at the World Athletics Champi-

. jonshipss

Saminu’s recent feat ties him as the 4th fastest African
sprinter in history, behind Ferdinand Omanyala (9.77),
Akani Simbine (9.82) and (Olusoji Fasuba) (9.85). After
Saminu in 5th place is Frank Fredericks (9.86), followed by
Divine Oduduru (9.86), Benjamin Richardson (9.86) and
Letsile Tebogo (9.86) in that order.




for Arsenal FC in England, but his football journey did

not begin there.
The lanky enforcer started off in Ghana playing for a juvenile
team called Odumase Youth in the U-10 category before
moving to a Colts club in Ashaiman called Revolutions. While
playing for the Colts club in Ashaiman in 2010, Tema Youth SC,
a Ghanaian Division Two side at the time, spotted the mid-
fielder and roped him in together with one other player for an
amount of GHC2,000.
Partey was part of the Tema Youth team that went 17 match-
es unbeaten in the 2011/12 Division One Middle League Zone
Three and went ahead to play the play-offs to qualify for the
Ghanaian top flight after beating D’ International 4-1 at Essi-
pong Stadium, Sekondi, with Coach Tony Loko being the mas-
termind.
The team that set the unbeaten record for Tema Youth included Thomas Partey,
Francis Narh, Moses Odjer, Derick Mensah, Charles Akonfo and Jeremy Arkoful.
According to the bankroller of Tema Youth SC, Winfred Osei Kwaku Palmer,
Partey’s squad happened to be his best Tema Youth team ever. Nine of his players
by then were playing for the national teams, the like of Francis Narh and Moses
Odjer.
When Tema Youth FC qualified to play in the Ghana premier league, Thomas
Partey was given a four-year contract, for which he only played one season and
left. Tema Youth FC finished 11th with 35 points on the league table in 2011/2012
GPL.
Checks from the Ghana Football Association showed no traces of official regi-
stration of Odumase FC.
Information submitted to the transfer market were distorted to conceal the
good works of those who developed the player but “Odumase” is rather a town
where Partey’s father comes from. Indeed Partey’s father used to organize chil-
dren to play football and at the age of 9, Partey was training with his father’s
team. While playing for that team, his father gave him the nickname “Senegal”,
because he reminded him of a friend with the same name.

To set the records straight, Partey played for Revolution Football Club, a
Colts football team based in Ashaiman, but not Odumase FC. Odumase FC
never existed in the records of the Ghana FA.

SPAIN, ENGLAND EXPLOITS

After his splendid performance at Tema Youth SC, an agent quickly took
him to Spain where he was given a trial with Atletico Madrid Youth acade-
my. The Rojiblanco coaching staff did not hesitate to sign him. In four
months, he then made the leap from their U-18s to the U-19s and a season
later he was already in the Colchoneros’ second team.

Partey was loaned out to RCD Mallorca and Almeria before Diego Simone
gave him a first team chance. He made his topflight debut for the Colcho-
neros in the latter part of November 2015, coming off the bench against
Espanyol.

He earned his debut call to represent his country (Black Stars) after playing
for RCD Mallorca has trained with Ghana’s U-20 team; but he did not make
the squad for 2013 U-20 World Cup in Turkey.

His records with Ghana’s national team is impeccable. He has bagged an
impressive 10 goals in 28 games.

G hana’s midfield general, Thomas Partey currently plays

The 27- year-old completed his £45 million move from Atlético
Madrid to Arsenal, becoming the most expensive Ghanaian in the
league’s history, topping the prices fetched by Michael Essien

. when he joined in 2005 with a fee of £38 million and André Ayew,
when he joined West Ham with a fee of £24.10 m.
| Partey made 188 appearances for the English topflight team in all competitions,

scoring 16 goals, creating 12 assists and picking up just one red card despite the
role he plays in midfield.
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RELAY TEAM QUALIFIES FOR
WORLD CHA
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By Sammy Heywood Okine

Ghana's 4x100m relay team (men) has secured a spot at
the 2025 World Athletics Championships in Tokyo, Japan.
The team, comprising Joseph Paul Amoah, Sean Safo-Ant-
wi, Fuseini Ibrahim, Barnabas Aggerh, and Mustapha Alufu
Bokpin, finished second in Round 2 qualifiers at the World
Athletics Relays in Guangzhou, China, with a time of 38.32
seconds.

France topped the heat with a time of 38.31 seconds. Al-
though Ghana initially missed automatic qualification in
their first heat, finishing third with a time of 38.49 seconds,
they made the most of their second chance.
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Ghana'srelay team

This qualification marks the second consecutive time
Ghana has qualified for the World Championships, show-
casing the country's improved standing in athletics. The
Ghana Olympic Committee (GOC) has congratulated the
team on their achievement, praising their effort, discipline
and determination.

The 2025 World Athletics Championships will take place in
Tokyo, Japan, from September 13 to 21.

Ghana's men's relay team will be looking to build on their
momentum and make a strong impression on the global
stage.
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