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FAMOUS BABA YARA
NOT FORGOTTEN

aba Yara was originally named Osman Seidu Maada,
Bafter his father, Seidu Maada, and his uncle, who was
also named Osman. However, due to him having the same
name as his father, his mother called him “Baba”, meaning
father. One day, upon striking the ball hard against a wall,
behind which his mother sat, she exclaimed, “Ei, Baba
Yara!”, therefore, his nickname stuck with him forever. He
started his career as a horse jockey player as a youngster at
the Accra Turf Club from 1950 to 1955. He was From Sissala
West District in the Upper West Region but they travelled
to Kumasi.
Baba Yara popularly called ‘King Winger’ was one of Gha-
na’s legends in football; a foremost player — voted twice as
Ghana’s Footballer of the year as a result of his fantastic
goal scoring skill.
Yara's rise to fame was unprecedented as a result of his
goal scoring skills; however, his football career was abrupt-
ly put to an end as a result of a car accident.
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v Yara started out as a horse jockey player — as a youngster at
the Accra Turf Club between 1950 and 1955. Asante Kotoko
signed him in 1955, and after a few years, became the
greatest footballer of his generation.
He made his debut as a member of the Black Stars in 1955
in a match that saw Ghana put 7 past Nigeria at the Accra
Sports Stadium. Baba scored 2 and assisted 4 of the goals.
Yara was also a proud member of the 1961 Black Stars and
m won 51 caps for Black Stars, with 49 goals which is a lot of
goals for a winger and was thus nicknamed 'King of Wing-
ers’.
Yara played active football from 1955-1963, and was voted
Footballer of the year twice; the highest football accolade
in the country.
Baba Yara sustained a spinal injury in a motor accident at
Kpeve in the Volta region on March 4, 1963; Yara's teams,
Nkrumah’s Real Republikans were returning to Accra after
a league match against Volta Heroes at Kpandu when the
accident happened. Yara's career was cut short tragically in
his prime at the age of just 26.

! He was flown to Stoke Mandeville Hospital in the United
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" N ‘ Kingdom for treatment for a period of 3 months, but the
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e ' young soccer hero only returned in a wheel chair.

- For 6 years, Baba Yara was bedridden, and eventually died
after a very quiet life in a wheelchair. Yara died at the Kor-
le-Bu Teaching Hospital on 5th May, 1969 at a tender age of
33. He was born on the 12th of October, 1936.

The Kumasi Sports Stadium was named after Baba Yara on
the April 12th of 2005 for his exceptional talent and im-
mense contribution to Ghana football. The stadium re-
mains Ghana's biggest sports stadium with over 60,000
seater capacity.

The Black Star”, Yara “served the national team for eight
years, ever present, with no fuss or ego issues. He was a
star at the heart of the team’s rise, and success story. With
the Black Stars, he embodied the beauty of national duty.”
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Yara won the 1959 Jalco Cup, the 1959 and 1960 Nkrumah
Gold Cup, the 1961 Azikiwe Cup, and the 1962 Uhuru Cup.
With Republikans, Yara won three FA Cup titles and the
1963 league title, even though he didn’t make it to the end
of that season.

In August 1959, he became a foundation member of the
Black Stars, and in November 1960, was named the team’s
third captain.

In 1961, Baba Yara succeeded Edward Aggrey Fynn as cap-
tain of the Black Stars after Fynn was stripped off the cap-
taincy. In 1962, Fynn was reinstated, and Yara graciously
handed the arm band back.

As captain, Baba Yara would go on to lead the team
through a successful tour of Eastern Europe, where they
won eight out of 12 matches.

In 1961, he would almost lead the Black Stars to the World
Cup.

The team drew a first leg second round qualifier against
Morocco at home, and narrowly lost the second leg by a
goal tonil. It is believed that Yara, who got injured ahead of
the second leg, was the reason why the team lost away in
Casablanca.

After sportingly surrendering the captaincy back to its
former occupant, Edward Aggrey Fynn, Baba Yara had had
a proud record as leader. “The authorities could not have
made a better choice,” a fan wrote. “There is nobody to
dispute the fact that Baba Yara is a disciplined player.”

His last act for the Black Stars came on March 3, 1963 —
when in the 37th minute of the Black Stars’ Nkrumah Gold
Cup final against Mali, he struck a 40-yard shot which
ended up in the net to give Ghana a two-goal lead.

The match would end four nil, and Ghana would lift their
third Nkrumah Gold Cup trophy. It was believed that this
was Yara’s 51st goal on his 49th cap for Ghana.

EDITORIAL

TWELLIUM GHANA'S CONTRIBUTION
TO SPORTS AND RECREATION

Twellium Ghana Ltd deserves commendation as an import-
ant partner to the development and promotions of Sports
and Recreation in Ghana. For several years, the company
has sponsored or supported in the organisation of many
sports and entertainment events.

The Marketing and Communication Department as well as
Public and Media operators of the company should be con-
gratulated for their efforts just like other sections that add
value to the production of the products. Twellium Ghana
Ltd is the producer of the popular Verna Mineral Water
and Rush Energy Drink.

They manufacture a wide range of beverages and confec-
tionery, including flagship brands like McBerry Biscuits and
Confectionery. Other beverage products include Slemfit
Water, carbonated soft drinks such as Bigoo, Planet, Ameri-
can Cola, and Bubble Up, as well as the malt-based Dr Malt
and herbal drink Jingo.

In recent programmes monitored by Yours Truly, Twellium
Ghana was visible at the KGL Millennium Marathon, the
Global Warrior Champions Mixed Martial Arts (MMA) Con-
test at the Bukom Boxing Arena and the 2025 Homowo
Ampe Competition at the Accra Sports Stadium.

on the walls of new sports facilities would inspire the

She called for more Athletics clubs in and around Legon to
make good use of the sports facilities at the new stadium.
Alice won gold in Long Jump at the 1965 All African Games
in Congo Brazzaville and gold in 100 and 200 meters at the
1973 All African Games in Lagos, Nigeria, competed in the
Commonwealth Games in 1970 in Edinburgh, Scotland,
winning silver in 100 and 200 meters and the 1974 edition
in Christchurch, New Zealand, where she got bronze in 200
meters.

She participated in the 1964 Olympic Games in Tokyo,
1968 in Mexico and 1972 in Munich.

She benefited from the sponsorship of Ghanaian athletes
by the United States and competed for the University of
Tennessee. Nine months later, the Black Stars would win
their first Africa Cup title, with Baba Yara conspicuously
missing. “Our finest star was missing at our finest hour,” CK
Gyamfi wrote.

After winning the Africa Cup, the entire Black Stars team
went to Yara’s home at Kanda Estate and showed him the
Abdelaziz Abdellah Salem trophy.

Baba Yara lay in his bed as Captain Edward Aggrey Fynn
presented him the trophy. He smiled.

At club level, Yara was equally as influential. He captained
Kotoko to the 1959 league title and the 1960 FA Cup. As a
youngster, he also scored in the 1958 FA Cup final - the very
first Ghana FA Cup final - in a famous 4-2 win over Hearts
of Oak.

The senior players at Real Republikans - Baba Yara (squat-
ting first from right); Edward Aggrey Fynn (squatting third
from right), Edward Acquah (squatting fourth from right)
and Charles Addo Odametey (standing third from right).
Fynn, Acquah and Odametey met Yara before he left for
the UK. Credit: Google Images

P Baba Yara (squatting first from right); Edward Aggrey Fynn (squatting third frol
right), Edward Acquah (squatting fourth from right) and Charles Addo Odametey
(standing third from right). Fynn, Acquah and Odametey

Water is life, and providing clean water at these massive
events ought to be appreciated and acknowledged.

The staffs in charge of the distribution were friendly and
charitable in advertising the products. Twellium Ghana Ltd
has been a partner of the Ghana Olympic Committee
(GOC) since the presidency of Ben Nunoo Mensah and
they have supported other sports disciplines remarkably.
Current leader of the GOC Richard Akpokavie also preach-
es athletes as the main focus and the products go to them.
Yours Truly salute Ali Ajami, the Chief Marketing Officer
and his hardworking staff as well as distributors and retail-
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Julius Debrah, the Chief of Staff (Left), Richard Akpokavie, GOC President (middle),
and Christian Rogg, the British High Commissioner (right) launching the baton relay
he Jubilee House in Accra

By Gabriel Obu

The 2025 King's Baton Relay in Ghana has been momen-
tous, marking the country’s participation in the build-up to
the 2026 Commonwealth Games in Glasgow, Scotland.

Organized by the Commonwealth Sports, Ghana, the event
was attended by high profile personalities, sports icons
and businessmen.

Julius Debrah, the Chief of Staff of the Republic of Ghana,
together with the Commonwealth Sports, Ghana President
Richard Akpokavie and the British High Commissioner, un-
veiled the baton and officially kick-started the relay at the
Jubilee House, with the baton traveling through the princi-
pal streets of Accra.

The atmosphere through the relay was electric, filled with
excitement and anticipation. The relay was more than just
a sporting event; it represented unity, friendship, and the
spirit of the Commonwealth.

=

In over 500 days, the baton would travel through all 74
Commonwealth nations and territories, culminating in the
Opening Ceremony in Glasgow.

The event promotes environmental sustainability, cultural
exchange, and sports development.

The King’s Baton Relay is a symbol of unity and friendship
among Commonwealth nations.



Julius Debrah, the Chief of Staff, with National Sports Authority Boss s ‘

Yaw Ampofo Ankrah on a baton run

THE EDITORIAL TEAM

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Mohammed Muniru Kassim

DEPUTY EDITOR
Nii Lante Bannerman

MARKETING
Edmund Kwesi Ackon
Elizabeth Alhassan Gyamfi

CIRCULATION
Seth Avayi

GRAPHIC DESIGNER
Nana Ampomah-Sie

COLUMNISTS
Prof. Jonathan Quartey
Dennis Moore

SUPPORT

Abigail Akaba

Cynthia Wintima Akudugu
Ayisha Abu-Safiyan Larry
Jennifer D



c
|
e
c
=]
=
m
o
[+1]
2=
t.
&=
1]
i)
=2
=
=]
=
=
-
£z
m
[l
| o
g
=
—_—
(8]
w
§e
©
a.
P
(=]
e
]
: o
(7]
0
e
=]
©
(]
Al
0
=

%, ! s A
S DR (o B ;...'




..L
il

ABuild

#Tdgether




MINISTER INAUGURATES
ADVISORY BOARD

The Ministry of Sports and Recreation has taken a signifi-
cant step toward enhancing the nation’s sports sector with
the official inauguration of a nine-member Ministerial Ad-
visory Board.

The ceremony, held at the Ministry’s Conference Room,
was led by the Minister for Sports and Recreation, Hon.
Kofi Iddie Adams, marking a renewed commitment to le-
veraging sports as a catalyst for national development.

In his remarks, Hon. Adams emphasized the vital role this
advisory body will play in shaping the strategic direction of
the Ministry. Highlighting recent structural and operational
reforms, he underscored the importance of realigning sys-
tems and processes to support Ghana's evolving sports
agenda effectively.

He stated, “This board is not just a consultative body; it is
expected to be proactive and contribute meaningfully to
our development goals.”

The advisory board’s membership comprises distinguished
individuals from various sectors, reflecting a diverse ap-
proach to sports development. The list of members in-
cludes:

Hon. Kofi Iddie Adams (MP) Minister and Chairman

Mrs. Wilhelmina Asamoah Chief Director, Ministry of
Sports and Recreation

Amb. Alexander G. Ntrakwa Head of Delivery, Ministry
of Foreign Affairs

Mr. Stephen Kwaku Owusu Technical Advisor, Ministry
of Education

Director, Legal, Ministry

of Finance

CEOQ, Suku Technologies,
Association of Ghana Industries

D-G/CID, Private Sector

Ms. A. Nuno-Amarteifio
Mr. Cleanse T. Akpeloo

COP. Lydia Yaako Donkor

Mr. Abedi Ayew Pele Former Black Stars Captain,

Private Sector

Director, F&A, Ministry of
Sports and Recreation (Secretary)

Mr. Michael Esuon

Among the notable members is football legend Abedi Pele,
whose inclusion underscores the Ministry’s appreciation
for sports excellence and dedication. The diverse composi-
tion ensures a comprehensive approach to advancing Gha-
na’s sports sector.



GOC INSPECTS FACILITIES

...For Commonwealth Games

The President of Ghana Olympic Committee (GOC), Rich-
ard Akpokavie and Secretary General Mohammed
Muniru Kassim have attended the landmark Common-
wealth Games Federation (CGF) General Assembly in
Glasgow, Scotland.

They both were joined by Ghana’s Chef de Mission (CDM)
for the upcoming 2026 Glasgow Commonwealth Games,
Ernest Danso, for a facility inspection during the period.
President Akpokavie and Secretary General Kassim proudly
represented Commonwealth Sports Ghana (CSG) at the
pivotal General Assembly, which ushered in a transforma-
tive new chapter for the global sporting body, taking major
and impactful decisions in shaping the future of the move-
ment.

In a move signalling a broader mandate beyond just the
Games, the General Assembly approved the historic
change of the organisation’s name from the Common-
wealth Games Federation (CGF) to COMMONWEALTH
SPORTS which shall continue to be the organizer for the
Commonwealth Games and responsible for anything
sports within the Commonwealth Nations.

Significantly, India won the coveted right to host the Cente-
nary Games in 2030 in Ahmedabad, emerging victorious
after a competitive bid process against Nigeria. The hosting
rights for the Commonwealth Youth Games 2027 were offi-
cially confirmed for the Mediterranean island nation of
Malta.

Dr. Donald Rukare, the National Olympic Committee Presi-
dent of Uganda, in a moment of immense pride for Africa,
was elected as the President of Commonwealth Sports.

Dr. Rukare, a lawyer, lecturer, member of the World Aquat-
ic Bureaux and head of the Ugandan National Council of
Sports, becomes the first African to head the Common-
wealth Sports. His elevation is expected to bring a fresh
perspective and focus to the Commonwealth sporting
movement.

Prior to the General Assembly’s conclusion, delegates, in-
cluding the CGA Ghana representatives, were given a valu-
able opportunity to tour the venues designated for the up-
coming Glasgow 2026 Games.

The Chief de Mission (CDM) for the 2026 Commonwealth
Games, Ernest Danso, together with Mr. Akpokavie and Mr.
Kassim, leveraged on the Congress to engage in fruitful dis-
cussions with the Glasgow 2026 Organising Committee.
They also conducted an inspection of potential future host-
ing venues to assess Ghana’s readiness to engage with the
new, invigorated vision for Commonwealth Sports.

These crucial preparatory engagements covered a range of
logistical issues vital for Ghana's team, including ticketing,
accommodation, pre-Games camping arrangements, visas,
and accreditation issues.

The visit and subsequent local inspection by President
Richard Akpokavie confirms the GOC’s commitment to
staying abreast of international best practices and ensuring
Team Ghana are well-prepared for the new era of Com-
monwealth Sports, starting with Glasgow 2026 event.

Visit To Ghana High Commission

Ghana’s delegation to the Commonwealth paid a courtesy
call on the Ghana High Commissioner to UK and Ireland,
Mrs. Sabah Zita Benson, to discuss Ghana’s participation in
the Commonwealth Games and a collaboration to ensure a

successful and impactful games for Ghana.

The delegation further discussed the engagement with rel-
evant ministries and agencies to explore possibility of
Ghana being part of the African Village for all African coun-
tries during the games next year to promote Ghana to the
world. The meeting agreed to have a liaison from the High
Commission to work with the CDM to ensure smooth col-
laboration towards the preparation and participation in the

games.

GOC President, Richard Akpokavie has stated that “The
2026 Commonwealth Games will be hosted in Glasgow,
and the importance of the various advance engagement is
to ensuring a smooth preparation to offer Team Ghana the
best chance to win medals to make Ghana proud and also
to find ways to improve the team.

Ghana’s High Commissioner to the UK, Mrs. Sabah Zita Benson
poses with GOC President

Visit To Commonwealth Secretariat

Finally, the delegation met the Commonwealth Secretary
General, the Honourable Shirley Botchwey at the Com-
monwealth Secretariat in London to explore strategic part-
nership between Commonwealth Sports Ghana and the
Commonwealth Secretariat.

The discussions centered on opportunities for diplomatic
support in sports development, a clear-cut program or in-
dicator to measure the contribution of sports to youth de-
velopment and using sports for peace-building.
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Ghana'’s delegates at the Commomwealth Assembly

with a representative from Guyana (left) GOC president with Commonwealth Sports President

Dr Donald Rukare _

The Commonwealth Secretary General Shirley Ayorkor Botwe also hosted the delegation
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EMMANUEL NIl AKPOR ADJEI - THE SPORTS SCIENTIST
WHO EMBARKED ON A 10,000KM ADVENTURE FROM
GERMANY TO GHANA ON A BICYCLE

Sammy Heywood Okine

Emmanuel Adjei is a 37-year-old proud Ghanaian who left
for Germany in 2012 to pursue further education. He
holds a B.Sc. and M.Sc. in Sports and Exercise Science
from the Technical University of Munich (TUM) and cur-
rently works as a sports scientist at his university’s hospi-
tal for sports medicine and sports cardiology.

Growing up in a sports-enthusiastic nation like Ghana, he
excelled in athletics and became a proficient pole vaulter.
His affinity for cycling began at age 12, riding his father’s
bicycle without permission. However, his newfound
hobby was short-lived due to the lack of cycling infrastruc-
ture in Ghana.

With time, he rekindled my passion for cycling in Munich,
Germany, where cycling enjoys a higher precedence
among the city dwellers. Since 2020, he has expanded my
cycling experiences to include road cycling and bikepack-
ing, embarking on numerous adventures across Europe.
In June 2025, he embarked on a 10,000km adventure
from Munich to Accra, aimed at raising €100,000 to pro-
mote and support education for EduSpots’ work in the
process in a journey to build, explore and inspire! Support
him.

t

He is a Ga man from Teshie in Accra so we say ‘Oobake’
and ‘Ayeekooo’ - Welcome and Well done.


















































































































